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Nancy Everhart 
is an Associate 
Professor at 
Florida State 
University and is 
President of the 
American Asso-
ciation of School 
Librarians (2010
-2011). Nancy 
has been employed as a high school 
library media specialist in Pennsyl-
vania and as a faculty member at St. 
John's University, NY. She serves as 
the Director of the school media pro-
gram at FSU and co-directs Project 
LEAD, an IMLS initiative that prepares 
school library media specialists for 
leadership roles via National Board 
Certification.�
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M.T. Anderson 
has written stories 
for adults, picture 
books for children, 
adventure books 
for young readers, 
and several books 
for older readers. 
His book Feed 
was a Finalist for 
the National Book Award and was the 
winner of the L.A. Times Book Prize. 
The first volume of his Octavian Noth-
ing saga won the National Book 
Award and the Boston Globe/Horn 
Prize. Both the first and second vol-
umes of that two-part series were 
Printz Honor Books. Read more about 
him on his website:  
http://mt-anderson.com/  
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Kate Feiffer is 
an author, a 
filmmaker, and 
a mother. Her 
children’s 
books Double 
Pink, Henry the 
Dog with No 
Tail, and My Mom is Trying to Ruin My 
Life are popular with both children and 
adults. The Problem with the Puddles 
was “One of the Best Children’s Books 
of 2010” according to The Children’s 
Book Committee of Bank Street Col-
lege of Education and it received a 
starred review in Publishers Weekly. 
Read more about Kate on her website: 

 http://katefeiffer.com/  

0���1	�2���
Dan Gutman is a 
prolific writer of 
sports and humor 
books for young 
readers. He be-
gan by writing 
baseball non-
fiction for adults 
but found that his 
essays made 
people laugh. He 
has written over 90 books—most of 
them for children— and received 
countless awards including selection 
onto The Junior Library Guild list for 
The Million Dollar Putt and The Million 
Dollar Goal. Read more about him: 
http://www.dangutman.com/ 
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Kathy Lane 
NHSLMA 2009-2011 
Board President 
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Andrea Ange 
Diane Beaman 
Helen Brock 
Helen Burnham 
Jill Canillas Daley 
Marcia deSteuben 
Elsie Domingo 
Gail Granger 
Dorothy Grazier 
Pam Harland 
Cathy Higgins 
Ann Hoey 
Nancy Keane 
Jeff Kent 
Joan Kurtz 
Kathy Lane 
Melissa Moore 
Sara Zoë Patterson 
Sharon Silva 
Carol Sweny 
Pam Tinker 
Dee Whall 
Donna Zecha 

��
%�
��6��7��8���*
�3��
%�
��6��7��8���*
�3��
%�
��6��7��8���*
�3��
%�
��6��7��8���*
�3� ���

by Ann Hoey 
NH State Library 

Dozens of librarians from 
across N.H. converged on 
the N.H. State Library in 
Concord recently to partici-
pate in the Children's Book 
Review. It's an opportunity 
for school and public librari-
ans to preview more than 
200 new titles in picture 
books as well as children's 
and teen fiction and nonfic-
tion, and to read reviews that 
allow them to make better 
selection decisions for their 
library collections.  Watch for 
the next Review in April at 
the Lincoln Public Library.  

 
 

Pictured are Patty 
Furgal, Waterville 
Elementary Library 
and Waterville Pub-
lic Library; Laurel 
Fulford, Orford Free 
Library; Amy Han-
mer, Manchester 
City Library; Raven 
Gregg, Chester Pub-
lic Library; Lisa Har-
ling, Portsmouth 
Public Library; Diane 
Cassidy, Gafney 
Library, Sanborn-
ville; and Ann Hoey, 
youth services coor-
dinator at the N.H. 
State Library, who 
administers the pro-
gram.  

New Hampshire. NHSLMA is 
involved in the Redefining Edu-
cation for the 21st Century 
Learner Initiative, which will try 
to forge a connection between  
K-12 education and higher ed. 

NHSLMA members are hoping 
to be an integral part of a grant 
proposal that will create a con-
sortium of school districts in or-
der to provide digital content for 
school libraries across the state. 

Our listserv continues to be an 
active and vital communication 
and networking tool for school 
librarians. The board is consider-
ing some changes to the listserv 
that would make it more univer-
sal and new information about 
the listserv will be forthcoming in 
the next few months. 

As said previously, it has been 
a very rewarding experience 
being involved with NHSLMA. I 
have gained so much from this 
experience and I thank the 
board and members for allowing 
me the opportunity to serve. 

 
Kathy Lane,  
President NHSLMA  

ganization and a profession. The 
branding process also helped 
us, as an organization, focus on 
our priorities. 

The Conference Committee is 
planning a wonderful conference 
in Meredith, N.H. In an effort to 
collaborate with other state or-
ganizations, NHSLMA has in-
vited the National Council of 
Teachers of English to be in-
volved in our conference plan-
ning. NHSLMA is also a member 
of a new collaborative group-
sponsored by the N.H. Society 
for Technology in Education. 
This group includes representa-
tives from all of the prominent 
professional educational organi-
zations in the state. There is 
power in knowledge and num-
bers, and NHSLMA will know 
what initiatives and activities 
other organizations are partici-
pating in. We will have the op-
portunity to join colleagues 
across the state from various 
curricular areas in pursuit of 
common goals. 

Two of our members are in-
volved in the Striving Readers 
Initiative, which will create a new 
Literacy Plan for the State of 

I am completing my second 
term as your president and it has 
been an honor and privilege to 
serve you in this capacity. I 
would like to thank a dedicated 
and hard working board that 
always thinks about what is best 
for NHSLMA members and what 
is best for the future of our pro-
fession. 

The board participated in a 
day long retreat last summer to 
set our goals and make plans for 
the new year. We made the de-
cision that all of our endeavors 
were really in pursuit of one goal 
- advocacy. Most of our work 
this year has been in pursuit of 
this stated goal. 

NHSLMA sponsored another 
very successful Literacy in the 
Sun event in August. Susan 
Ballard and Annette Lamb were 
wonderful presenters and ad-
dressed our new standards - 
what they are and how do we 
incorporate them. 

You should notice a new logo 
for the organization that appears 
on our web page and all of our 
correspondence. The new logo 
is recognizable, simple, and 
signifies who we are as an or-

Photo Courtesy of the NH State Library 



Conference Registration: 
(Please print or type) 
 
Name:____________________________________ 

School/Library: ____________________________ 

Work Address: ____________________________ 

________________________________________ 

Work Phone: _____________________________ 

E-mail: __________________________________ 

Sorry No purchase orders will be accepted . 
 
Please return this form and your check payable to  
NHSLMA to:  

Joan Kurtz at PO Box 448 Intervale, NH 03845 
By May 1, 2011   

 

�

�

_________TOTAL REGISTRATION 

�
Registration includes continental breakfast, 
lunch, and refreshment breaks. 
 
Please describe any special needs, including 
dietary requirements. 
 
NOTE:  
If you need confirmation or a receipt, please en-
close a self-addressed stamped envelope  with 
your registration. 
          
 

 $175 
2-Day NHSLMA  
Member  
 

 $200 
2-Day Non-member  
Registration  

 $90 NHSLMA Member 
Tuesday 

 $110  
Non-member Registration 
Tuesday 

 $90 NHSLMA Member 
Wednesday 

 $110  
Non-member Registration 
Wednesday 

 $155 2-Day Guest Fee 

 $85 Thursday Guest Fee 

 $85 Friday Guest Fee 

 
 
Membership Renewal Information: 
NHSLMA membership Renewals can be made with 
a separate check made payable to NHSLMA and 
mailed with this registration. To obtain a form, visit 
http://nhslma.org or see page 4 of this newsletter. 
 
 
Registration Deadline is May 1, 2011 
If you have any questions about registration contact 
Joan Kurtz: nhslma@yahoo.com  
 
This form is for registration only.  
Room reservations must  be made directly with 
the Inns & Spa at Mills Falls  
 
 

NHSLMA Annual Conference 
“21st Century Literacies: Redefining Your Library”  

 

May 17 & 18, 2011  

Lodging  
 
The Inns & Spa at Mill Falls  
 

 
Room Rates: Ranges from $109.00 - $169.00 de-
pending on the Inn. Rates do not include 9% room 
tax and $3.50 service fee. Visit the NHSLMA web-
site at http://nhslma.org for details regarding each of 
the Inns. 

Reservations  may be made by phone at  
1-800-622-6455 and specifying that you are with the 
NHSLMA Conference  or via the website at 
www.millfalls.com. If booking online, enter the spe-
cial Group Code  of 20K1MV.  

_________________________________ 

Lodging Registration Deadline is April 15, 2011 

Rate and availability cannot be guaranteed after 
that date. 



� � � 	 � � � �5 � � � �5 � � � �5 � � � �5 � � � � ! !!! ����

New Hampshire School Library Media Association 

Membership Application 

��������	
����
�������������
��
����	����	��������� � �

�

�
����������������� �����
��������������� ����������� �������

�
������������������������������������������������� �����

 

Home Address      Work Address 
 

���������������������������� � ����
���
������������� �������

� � � � � � � ��
 ����
����	�����������������

!
��"���
��������������������� � �������������������� �������

#
��!� ��������������������� � !
��"���
������������� �������

$	������%������������������� � #
��!� ��������������� �����

&'�

����������������������� � $	������%������������� �����

� � � � � � � (
)���%��������������������

�

��� ��*�+�,��

��������������	�������������-%�

�������������
���� ������
�������

�
����
�����	
��  ��
�	���	������
�
.
�
���%�

�

/��������������	
�0������$������
��
������1234����� �
�����1564������
���

�����7�	�������18%634������
�����1924������
���

�������������*�$������
��
���
�-�:�������
������
�� �������	
��

���������
��
�������� �
��;��������
��������*�+�,%� $��
�������
�����%�

�

������������	�
�����
��������������������
�������
� ��

��������
� ������� �!"�#�$�%%& �'�
��(��� ����)*&%+  



by Sara Zoë Patterson 
Portsmouth Elementary Schools 
Portsmouth, NH 

This year at New Franklin School 
we started using Good Reads with our 
5th grade students. In the past, we'd 
tried Library Thing, blogging, and 
other online ways to communicate 
about books we're excited about, but 
nothing has taken off in the way that 
Good Reads has.  
     We have one account altogether - 
everyone signs in under the same 
login. From there, kids add books or 
add onto the reviews and comments 
that other students have already 
added. We each have a "shelf," so 
we're all able to tag the books we've 
read with our own names. That way, 
we can discover who else has enjoyed 
books and follow along with what 
they've read. It's led to some great 
moments of conversation as I notice a 
student has read a particular book and 
we can talk about it, building the inten-
tional community of readers at our 

1���������1���������1���������1���������� ���
school.  
     Some students have really taken to 
participating above and beyond our 
scheduled times to use Good Reads 
in school - there are kids taking the 
login information home to add their 
reviews and comments for every 
book. Other students simply partici-
pate during school time, and the atti-
tude toward it has been positive. The 
writing quality varies, and we are 
given ample opportunity to talk about 
quality of writing, what it means to 
write online, and what the content of a 
review should be. Our favorite feature 
is the button that you can check that 
indicates a review contains spoilers, 
and our biggest frustration is reading 
reviews that reveal too much!  
     Because of the varied content on 
Good Reads, we've had good discus-
sions and practice around what to do 
when you come across things not 
meant for kids that makes you feel 
uncomfortable - it's a space where 
users are generally respectful, and 

helps kids have a 
moderated experi-
ence that gives them 
an authentic online 
audience and practice 
in that medium. I 
know that the reason 
Good Reads has 
taken off like it has is 
that it is a simple but 
social interface, with 
not too many steps 
but enough engage-
ment within our ac-
count to make it a fun 
thing. We have one 
friend to our account 
so far, the middle 
school librarian here 
in Portsmouth, and 
we would welcome 
more! Look for us at: 
www.goodreads.com/
user/show/3928062-
newfranklin-school 

Ladybug Award 
PreK–3rd Grade 
The Ladybug Picture Book 
Award is designed to pro-
mote early literacy and honor 

the best in recent children's picture 
books. A committee of children's librari-
ans from around the state selects 10 pic-
ture book titles early in the year. During 
November, New Hampshire children 
from preschoolers to those in third grade 
choose the award winner. The winning 
picture book is announced at the end of 
the year.   
 
Great Stone Face Award 
4th—6th Grade 
The Great Stone Face 
Book Award is sponsored 
by the Children's Librari-
ans of New Hamp-
shire (CHILIS) and is 
given each year to an au-
thor whose book receives the most votes 
from fourth through sixth graders 
throughout the state. Each year a com-
mittee chooses 25 recently published 
titles, which children then use as a guide 
for voting. The vote takes place every 
April during National Library Week, and 
the winner is announced in May. The 
purpose of the award is to promote read-
ing enjoyment, to increase awareness of 
contemporary writing, and to allow chil-
dren to honor their favorite author.  
 
The Flume 
9th—12th Grade 
The Flume was created in 2005 in re-
sponse to a New Hampshire teen’s re-
quest to have a book award geared to-
wards high school students. This award 
is a state-wide venture led by a collabo-

rative effort from 
school and public 
librarians. Each 
year teens nomi-
nate titles, pub-
lished within the 
last two years, they 
think deserve to be 
recognized. Librari-
ans then narrow the 
group of titles to a 
list of 13. Teens 

then vote for the winning title. 
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by Ray Palin 
Sunapee Middle High School 
Sunapee, NH 
 

While noted blogger and speaker 
David Lee King has recently talked 
about “quite a few uses for an iPad in 
a library setting,” I’m wondering if its 
multiple uses completely undermine 
its usefulness as a serious reading 
tool.  After all, unlike Amazon’s Kin-
dle, which in its simplicity provides a 
more traditional and intimate reading 
experience, the iPad is loaded 
with distractions: Safari, You-
Tube, iTunes, and of course 
the App Store.  In a recent arti-
cle in the Wall Street Journal, 
an author lamented the Inter-
net’s constant distractions and 
interruptions and asks, “Does 
the Internet Make You 
Dumber?”  Perhaps the same 
could be asked of the 
iPad. Does the iPad make you 
dumber? Is the App Store just 
one more thing promoting a 
wide-spread turn toward shal-
low thinking and unsustained 
focus? 

Modern libraries are, of course, 
about much more than books.  I’ve 
argued, in fact, that libraries should 
have widespread computers and 
technology. Yet, there is definitely a 
difference between technology for 
productivity purposes and technology 
for content consumption pur-
poses. The Tech Guy Leo La-
porte talks about iPads as replace-
ments for entertainment tools, 
but not computers. I think he’s 
right. My iPad does a lot, but it’s a far 
cry from my laptop. That means that 
the iPad is not a computer but is 
much more than an eBook 
reader.  And this, in my view, makes 
it an awkward fit for a library. 

As an educational tool, the iPad’s 
potential is enormous.  The number 
of apps in the App Store is growing 
at an amazing rate.  But, I have to 
wonder if the educational tool can be 
justified as a library tool.  Several 
questions need answering:  Do li-
braries want to provide this type of 

entertainment tool, even if it has edu-
cational use?  If so, will it be loaned 
or used strictly in-house?  Would 
patrons be permitted to add content 
and apps?  If so, what types?  If not, 
how could that be prevented?  What 
content will the library provide? Fic-
tion books?  If so, the iPad would 
amount to a really costly e-
reader.  Could the iPad contain refer-
ence sources and act as a portable 
reference collection?  The answer to 
this is, perhaps in the future, but not 

presently, as neither the iBooks 
Store nor the Kindle Store offer many 
reference titles.  And one final ques-
tion (from the Library Law Blog): Do 
prohibitions against lending the Ap-
ple software even allow for library 
usage? 

Library mission statements often 
talk about meeting patron 
“recreational needs,” “promoting life-
long learning,” and providing “access 
to modern technology.”  Maybe in 
this language librarians can find sup-
port for iPad use. And maybe I’m just 
looking at this subject way too nar-
rowly. As of right now, I’m really not 
sure. Besides, I’m on my iPad and 
I’m distracted. 

 

If you’re interested in learning more 
about e-readers, be sure to attend 
21st Century Literacies: Redefin-
ing Your Library , the NHSLMA 
Spring 2011 Conference.  
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· Need help accessing the 
state databases (EBSCO or 
Newsbank)?  

 
· Not sure how to locate statis-

tics for your school's use of 
these resources? 

 
· Looking for training opportu-

nities? 
 
Contact Bobbi Lee Slossar the 
Technology Resources Librar-
ian from the NH State Library. 
She can send you passwords, 
set up training, or answer your 
technology related questions. 
 
Email:  
BobbiLee.Slossar@dcr.nh.gov  
or visit  http://www.nh.gov/nhsl 
for additional information.  

&������������(4�&������������(4�&������������(4�&������������(4�
�������
�
�
��0���������
�
�
��0���������
�
�
��0���������
�
�
��0��
��
���;��
���;��
���;��
���;� ���



5 � � � �5 � � � �5 � � � �5 � � � � � ��� ����� � � 	 � � � �

�8�������-	���
�8�������-	���
�8�������-	���
�8�������-	���
 ����

���8
�����
��
�����
���%�
�������
���<���%�������

���
�9�%��
�������
���*�
�
3������	
���%%���	����
��

��
��; �=
�
���
�����>>���%2�+�
�> �

��
�
���
	��
�������?�
�
���
����(4���-��
����
*+�

�

began to research Marcus Sedg-
wick I discovered that he lived in 
Cambridge, England. This was a 
great opportunity to organize a 
Skype visit. I collaborated with an 
eighth grade group and provided a 
selection of Marcus Sedgwick 
books so they could be adequately 
prepared to interact with the au-
thor. The author was quite enthusi-
astic about our suggestion because 
he had never done a Skype visit 
and had never presented to an 
American audience. His fee was 
$300.00 for 1 hour as opposed to 
the last author visit we organized 
which was $2,500.00 a day for 
three one hour presentations and 
book signing. 

The event itself was wonderful. 
Marcus was sitting in his “writing 
shed“ in his garden in Cambridge, 
and we could see his cottage in the 
background. It was cool to watch 

the sun go down in England when 
it was still 11 A.M. here in the 
United States. He was a wonderful 
presenter and gave some very in-
teresting background information 
before he interacted with students. 
We had a camera hooked into our 
computer so the author could see 
our students and interact with 
them. It was a wonderful experi-
ence and very successful. 

Colleagues have told me that 
some authors will Skype for free, 
and the average fee seems to be 
between $200 and $300 dollars. 
Students loved the experience and 
I highly recommend giving it a try. 
Go to:  
www.marcussedgwick.com/
Marcus_Sedgwick/Events.html and 
scroll down a bit to see our group 
and hear the author�s reaction to 
our Skype experience. 

by Kathy Lane 
Gilbert H. Hood Middle School 
Derry, NH 
 
I am confident that many of you 

have used Skype for author visits, 
but our first experience in Derry 
occurred in November. We know 
that author visits are very meaning-
ful for our students, but between 
time on task and budgets it is get-
ting harder and harder to provide 
these special experiences. In Derry 
the libraries have sponsored sev-
eral author visits in the last few 
years in our middle and elementary 
schools. We sponsor authors with 
our book fair funds, and have even 
increased our book fairs from one 
to two in a number of our schools 
to afford the fees of well known 
authors. It has become extremely 
challenging to afford fees, travel, 
accommodations and meals for our 
guests. Skype seemed a possible 
alternative to expensive and time 
consumptive traditional author ex-
periences. 

At the middle school level my 
assistants and I were interested in 
YA author Marcus Sedgwick. His 
new book Revolver has been quite 
popular with our students. When I 
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Tuesday, May 17 and   
Wednesday, May 18, 2011 
Church Landing �  Meredith, NH 

See inside for registration details. 
 
 
 
 

Want the full details? 
http://nhslma.org/events/annual-conference-11 

Keynote Speakers   

 

Nancy Everhart: AASL President  
Dan Gutman: Author 

M.T. Anderson: Author 
Kate Feiffer: Author 
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